birds (Kear, 1973, op. cit.) . The white pelicans were from a recently established (1968) breeding colony (Grewe, pers. comm.) . Numbers of chicks banded have increased from about 10 in 1969 to about 1,450 in 1985. It is also possible that the defect may be the result of inbreeding.
Further investigations into the parentage of these birds is in progress and observations for similarly affected birds in this colony will be made in the future.
The impact of these abnormalities on free-flying populations of white pelicans is probably low. However, since such reports are scarce, the true importance of these lesions is difficult to access.
We Edmonton, Alberta) observed many dead bats floating face-down on the water. Park staff counted 500 and estimated over 1,OOO dead bats and at least 24 dead mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) and American wigeons (Anas americana) in an area approximately 300 x 150 m on the downwind side of the lake. The water in this area was covered with thick white scum and appeared to have a "blue-green sheen." Seven bats and two ducks were collected and frozen. No water samples were taken. Campers were advised not to swim in or use water from the lake. By 4 August, the scum had disappeared and the water returned to its usual color. No further wildlife mortality was noted.
Six Myotis spp., one hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus), and two mallards were examined at the Provincial Veterinary Laboratory in Edmonton. Specimens were Comp. Med. ). It has not been reported as causing mass mortality of bats. Bats skim low over water to drink during foraging periods. The amount of water ingested is minimal yet was apparently sufficient to cause rapid death of a large number of individuals.
Bats may be highly susceptible to the toxin.
Staff of Cross Lake Provincial Park and the Provincial Veterinary Laboratory are acknowledged for their assistance in this case.
